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>> my Scene

Where to Ride: Most people like to ride on 
Melton Hill Lake, which is about half an hour 
outside of Knoxville. Some of the guys who 
work for MasterCraft live on the lake, but 
they’re pretty much alone out there. Not many 
people can build houses on the lake because 
it’s Tennessee Valley Authority property. Fort 
Loudoun Lake, the lake I grew up on, is still 
my favorite place to go. But there are dozens 
of places to ride. Check out knoxwake.com for 
a pretty extensive list of local lakes.

When to Come: What’s awesome about this 
area is that the weather allows you to ride lon-
ger than a lot of other places. When I lived in 
Knoxville, I rode eight months out of the year. 
A few years ago, I rode during the last days in 
February, and it was so cool because I could 
still see the snow on the mountains while I 
was riding. As long as you’re willing to wear 
a wetsuit, you can usually start riding around 
that time and keep going until Halloween. 

Where to Get a Pull: I usually go to the 
guys at The Wake Shop because they’re in 

touch with everybody and they can always 
hook you up. 

Super Shops: The American Boat Center is 
a family-owned MasterCraft dealership that 
also contains Knoxville’s largest pro shop, 
The Wake Shop. The guys at The Wake Shop 
are riders, and they’re really passionate 
about it. A couple of other places to check 
out are: Overboard Watersports, which is 
part of Mission Boarding Co. and carries 
Malibu boats; Travis Marine, a Nautique 
dealership; Knoxville Watersports, a Supra 
and Moomba dealer; and Shadrack Water-
sports, an MB Sports dealership that also 
has a pro shop. 

Best Riders: Justin Jenkins and Daniel 
Walden are both insanely talented riders 
who grew up in Knoxville. Daniel recently 
moved to Orlando, but he’s still a big part of 
the Knoxville scene. Corrie Dyer, who placed 
fourth in the Junior Women’s division at the 
2007 Worlds, lives just outside of Knoxville 
in Crossville. The Wake Shop’s team riders 

include Chris Moon, Jackson Arms, Matt 
Bishop, Charlie Fethe, Matt Burkhart, Trevor 
Gentry, Michael Branning and Brandon Grey. 

Best Events: The Pro Wakeboard Tour stops 
on the shoreline of the Tennessee River 
at Volunteer Landing Park on June 27-28. 
The site at Volunteer Landing is really cool 
because it’s right behind Neyland Stadium in 
downtown Knoxville. Starting in May and go-
ing through the end of August, Malibu Boats, 
Overboard Watersports, knoxwake.com and 
Star 102.1 put on a great event series called 
Throw N Down Thursday. It’s a rail jam that 
takes place every Thursday night on Turkey 
Creek, right behind the Wild Wings Cafe, from 
6 p.m. until dark. At the end of August, lots 
of people come out for the huge contest that 
concludes the event, the Wild Wing Rail Jam. 
It gets pretty intense as local riders compete 
for a $1,000 prize, and the pros battle it out 
for $5,000. Right at the end of the season, 
there’s a Rail-O-Ween jam at World’s Fair Park 
in downtown. 
— as told to jennifer ross 

knoxville, tennessee

the scene
is stronger 
than ever.

throw n down thurSday

 // JeFF houSe// 

Knoxville, Tennessee, might as well be an island. The Tennessee River 
surrounds the entire area, and there are lots of local lakes. In fact, 
one of the city’s airports is actually called the Knoxville Downtown 

Island Airport because the river completely 
surrounds it. It’s crazy to think all of that water 
nearly went to waste a few years ago. Knoxville’s 
wakeboard headquarters, Precision Sports, went 
out of business in 2001, and the scene pretty 

much died for a few years. With Precision gone, a lot of people went 
their separate ways and didn’t get out on the water nearly as much. It 
wasn’t until recently that people started doing more group activities 
through American Boat Center’s The Wake Shop, and the scene was 
revived. Now, the fact that Knoxville is the third stop on this year’s 
Pro Wakeboard Tour is proof the scene is stronger than ever. 
— jeff house, mastercraft pro rider and knoxville native
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