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>> my Scene

Pleasant Prairie, Wisconsin, and the entire 
Kenosha County area have always had a huge 
water-sports following, which is probably why 

they’ve hosted the 
WWA Nationals for 
the past four years. 

But it wasn’t until recently that most of the 
attention shifted to wakeboarding. When I 
make it out to the lakes nowadays, I see more 
wake boats than ski boats, which never used 
to be the case. Plus, the Pro Wakeboard Tour 
is stopping at Lake Andrea in Prairie Springs 
Park this summer, which means the wake 
scene in southern Wisconsin should be strong 
for years to come. — dano “the mano” amir, 

pro wakeboard tour announcer

Where to Ride: Southeastern Wisconsin has 
a ton of scenic lakes with good riding spots, 
friendly locals and a down-home, have-fun 
kind of vibe. Check out wisconsinlakes.com 
for a nice guide. Just remember to keep your 
boat and trailer clean of mussels or other 
life-forms. If you have time for a day trip, 
check out Lake Wisconsin. It’s about two 
hours outside of town, but at 9,500 acres, it’s 
much more spacious than the lakes around 
Pleasant Prairie.

Where to Get a Pull: People are really 
friendly and they tend to get excited when 
the sun is out and temperatures are warm 
enough to ride, so a lot of times, all you have 
to do is ask.

When to Come: This year, the best time 
to come will be June 19-21 when the Pro 
Wakeboard Tour is in town. The weather is 
best around that time and stays warm until 
mid-August. You’ll find the best water in Sep-
tember and October because most everybody 
is back at school and you basically have the 
lakes to yourself. The water starts getting 
colder in September, but people keep riding 
through November.

Super Shops: The Board Shop, which is 
about half an hour west of Pleasant Prairie 
in Lake Geneva, is a rider-owned pro shop 
and school. I love going there because the 
owners are really into water sports. They’re 
not working there to make money; they’re 
doing it because it’s their passion. Check 
out their website at bswake.com. As for 
boat dealerships, go to Chicago MasterCraft 
in Prairie Grove, Illinois, about half an hour 
southwest of Pleasant Prairie. 

Best Riders: 2002 World champion and Pro 
Tour vet Erik Ruck is from Twin Lakes, and 
there are a lot of junior guys coming out of 
the area right now. Pierce Homsey finished 
sixth in Junior Men’s at Worlds last year, and 
James Feid took second in the same division 
in 2006. Brian Waskevich and Gus and Gunnar 
Shuler are three others to keep an eye on. 
WBM editor Kevin Michael and Performance 
Ski & Surf manager Anthony Monaco are also 
Kenosha County locals.

Best Events: The Pro Wakeboard Tour stop 
on Lake Andrea is obviously the most excit-
ing event of the summer. This is the first 
time the Tour is stopping in Pleasant Prairie, 
but we’ve hosted pro events before. Nation-
als set up shop in Prairie Springs Park from 
2005 to 2008, and Lake Geneva used to host 
Double Up Del Noche, a popular nighttime 
double-up contest that attracted tons of 
pro riders over the years. There’s plenty of 
local action, too. Munson Ski and Marine in 
Lakemoor, Illinois, hosts Wakeboard Wednes-
day events throughout the summer, and The 
Board Shop throws some smaller events 
about once a month. 
— As told to jennifer ross Photo brian pietrini

pleasant prairie, wisconsin

there’s plenty
of local action.
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 // lake mary, one of the twin lakes, at sunrise.// 


