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what i learned at camp
As told to jennifer ross Photo joey meddock

Joey Sheep 
Orlando Watersports Complex, Orlando, Florida 
[orlandowatersports.com]
OWC definitely took my riding to the next 
level. With Cobe Mikacich coaching me every 
step of the way, I was able to correct some 
bad habits and learn a couple of new tricks 
— all in a matter of three days. Cobe is just so 
stoked to have you there. He’s constantly pos-
itive and uplifting, and that makes you want to 
give it your all and learn as many new tricks 
as possible. Rather than making you watch 
a bunch of videos, he actually takes you out 
on the boat and shows you the tricks himself. 
Then, when you try them, he’ll tell you exactly 
what you’re doing wrong and how to make 
it right. When I went to camp, I had a couple 
inverts down and was participating in some 
grass-roots tournaments, but I just couldn’t 
get past the basics. My front rolls were about 
50 percent of what they should have been, but 
after Cobe showed me how to turn my head 
more toward my shoulder, I was able to grab 
and land the trick smoothly. Whether you’re a 
beginner or you’ve been riding for a while, the 
camp experience — which includes staying at 
Cobe’s house and hitting numerous lakes and 
cable parks — is incredible. 

Mike Krohn 
Ride the Spot, Orlando, Florida
[ridethespot.net]
As a one-armed wakeboarder, I’ve had my 
share of struggles when it comes to master-
ing the sport. When I went to Ride the Spot 
last April, Darin Shapiro taught me a riding 
style I can actually do with one arm. I became 
so addicted to wakeboarding after that 
experience that I now ride three or four days a 
week. I’m also competing in a couple contests 
this summer. When you’re at Ride the Spot, 
Darin tells you everything you need to know 
about living the wakeboarding lifestyle. In 
addition to learning more tricks and becoming 
a better rider, you’ll get schooled in training 
methods, nutrition and how to keep your body 
in peak physical shape for the sport. When 
you’re at the camp you get three sessions a 
day with Darin, but you can get back out on 
the water as much as you want. Anyone at 
any age can benefit from going there. It has 
truly changed my life. 

Daniel Powers 
The Projects, Orlando, Florida
[theprojectspark.com]
I came to The Projects ready and willing 
to learn. I had been riding for three years 
before I went to the camp last summer, but 

I was still pretty hung up on the basics. The 
amazing facilities combined with awesome 
coaching made it easy to rise to the next 
level. As soon as I got to the camp, I learned 
a lot of new spins and some technical tricks 
I thought would take months to get down. 
The coaches are really straightforward about 
what they want you to do in order to learn a 
new trick. They usually don’t have to tell you 
how it’s done more than once. If you do some-
thing wrong, they notice it right away and tell 
you how to correct yourself in a way that you 
understand. Even when I don’t have the time 
or money to stay at the camp, I still go back 
to The Projects for a cable session every now 
and then. There are a lot of great deals that 
make it easy to come for an hour, a day, a 
week or however long you need to learn some 
new tricks and have a blast on the water. 

Jon Saxby 
The Wakeboard Camp, Clermont, Florida
[wakeboardcamp.com]
I started wakeboarding last September, and 
a couple months was all it took to get me 
hooked. In February, I traveled all the way 
from Kent, England, to come to The Wake-
board Camp. What made the camp such a 
helpful experience was the classroom session 
taught by Kyle Schmidt on the first day. He 
spent about an hour explaining the physics 
behind wakeboarding, and I automatically 
understood my place on the water so much 
better. When you’re out on the water, you have 
to break tricks down and practice each bit 
before you can throw it all together and land 
it. The coaches at the camp understood that 
more than anyone, and their patience kept you 
going until you accomplished your goals. I feel 
so much more confident on the water, and my 
riding abilities are constantly improving as a 
result of their instruction. 

Tate “Peaches” Roseburry 
West Coast Camps, Aptos, California
[westcoastcamps.com]
I started going to weeklong sessions at West 
Coast Camps five years ago, and I haven’t 
looked back. I’ve been wakeboarding since 
I was 4, but by the time I was 8, my father 
had taught me all the basics and couldn’t 
really help me get past that point. With Mike 
Schwenne’s help, I’ve been able to master all 
six grabs, a half cab and toeside and heelside 
wake jumps. While the riding has been killer, 
I’ve also made friends who make the experi-
ence more and more fun every time I go. Plus, 
I’ve been able to bond with Mike and some 
of the older kids since I joined “The Crew,” a 

team of young up-and-coming riders from the 
camp who have demonstrated dedication to 
the sport. I have already received a lot of extra 
training, and Mike and his wife, Monica, are do-
ing a great job of getting us coverage and mak-
ing our names known. My whole experience at 
West Coast Camps has actually made me want 
to become a wakeboarding coach someday.

Leah Gibney 
Hansen’s World Wakeboard Center, 
Groveland, Florida 
[worldwakeboardcenter.com]
I learned to wakeboard when I was 7, but after 
a couple lessons, I was basically trying to 
train myself. No matter how much I practiced 
or how hard I tried, I wasn’t ever able to teach 
myself to do things the right way. I realized 
how easy it would be to make a stupid mis-
take and get hurt if I didn’t get some profes-
sional instruction. When I went to the World 
Wakeboard Center for the first time I was 14 
and had pretty much given up on learning to 
wakeboard on my own. All I could really do 
at that point was get up and stay behind the 
wake. But now that I’ve been to a couple sum-
mer and spring break sessions at the camp, 
I can do several 180s and a back roll. The 
WWC coaches are super-patient. Even if they 
have to show you 20 times, they never give 
up on you. After all that training on the water, 
I always look forward to hanging out with 
the other campers. We go to Dairy Queen on 
Tuesdays and pile in a bus to catch a movie 
on Thursdays. It’s always a blast!

Danny Burnstein
O’Town Watersports, Orlando, Florida 
[otownwatersports.com]
Before going to O’Town Watersports five 
years ago, I was an intermediate-level rider 
desperate to learn some advanced tricks. 
I came to Orlando all the way from West 
Bloomfield, Michigan, because I wanted to 
train with some of the top coaches around. I 
think Glen Fletcher, head of O’Town Water-
sports, is the best coach out there right now. 
He can describe exactly what you’re doing 
wrong with your edge, the way you’re holding 
the handle, how you’re pulling the trick in — 
he’ll basically correct any and every move you 
make to help you become a better rider. Since 
I started training at O’Town, I’ve mastered a 
lot of new moves, including the whirlybird and 
all the mobes, and I recently started riding in 
the Junior Men’s division on the Pro Wake-
board Tour. I’m living proof that you never 
know how good you can be until you get out 
there and make an effort.

Ron Sandberg 
The Boarding School, St. Cloud, Florida 
[theboardingschool.com]
Going to The Boarding School made me feel 
like I was 18 again. Considering I’m 45, that’s 
pretty amazing. The pros who instruct you — 
Shaun Murray, Travis Moye, Kyle Rattray and 
Rob Jacques — actually take the time to get 
to know you. When I was riding with them, I 
felt like a teenager hanging out with friends 
— I just consumed a lot more Advil than I 
would have back in the day. Besides making 
you feel welcome, what those guys do best 
is take you back to the basics. I’d been rid-
ing for about three years when I went to the 
school last summer, but they really helped 
me learn to do things the right way. Break-
ing some bad habits I developed helped me 
to stop taking such hard falls. They also 
pushed me to do tricks I normally wouldn’t 
have tried. When Shaun rides double with 
you, he’s able to give you instant feedback 
as he teaches you new tricks. I learned so 
much through those experiences because 
I was able to correct myself as soon as I 
made a mistake. Learning the basics from 
someone who really knows what they’re 
talking about makes all the difference. 

Camps and schools are the best ways to progress your riding. But 
don’t take our word for it. See what riders just like you had to say.


